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MEP Dantin hopes for superlevy after 2015
THOMAS HUBERT
IN PARIS

F

rench MEP Michel
Dantin, who pushed
for a post-quota
milk market-control
mechanism including a levy on over-production
last year, hopes to revive his
proposal after a high-level
EU conference on the future
of the dairy sector on September 24.
Dantin told the Irish Farmers Journal that he would
attend the meeting, which he
expects to turn into “a brainstorming session to come up

with good ideas for the future
of the dairy sector, because
studies show that the end of
quotas will not be an easy
ride”.
The European Commission, independent experts
and farmers’ representatives
are due to discuss scenarios
for the post-2015 era. Dantin
claims to have seen the Commission’s forecasts.
Although he did not discuss them in detail because
they are embargoed until
the conference, he summarised them as follows: “It will
work well in two and a half
countries; in the others, the
end of quotas will create difoFXOWLHVy

‘THERE WILL BE
ANOTHER CRISIS’
Although he stopped short
of predicting a repeat of
the 2009 milk price crash,

Dantin said: “I’m convinced
there will be another crisis
sooner or later. Those who
claim that the global trend
on world markets means that
there will never be crises
again are wrong.”
Last year, he had included
a crisis management provision in the European Parliament’s position on CAP
reform. Under the proposal,
if dairy markets suffered a
price crash, farmers who cut
their production by 5% compared to the previous year
would receive emergency EU
payments, while those who
increased their output by 5%
or more would be charged a
new levy.
“A blocking minority
emerged around Germany
and the Netherlands to reject
any new mechanism in the
dairy common market organisation at the Council of
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AUCTIONEER - VALUER - ESTATE AGENT
LANDS FOR SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION
In the Old Woods Balla on Thursday, 19th September at 4pm,
Walshpool, Belcarra, Castlebar, Co Mayo
New to the Market is

CIRCA 26 ACRES OF FARM LANDS IN 1 BLOCK
These lands are average to good quality and have road frontage. These lands would make an ideal addition to a local farmer increase their holding or as a standalone holding.
The Auctioneer invites enquiries – Ref No: F049
Legal: Ms Edwena L. Lynch, Eric Gleeson & Co Solicitors, Tuam. 093-52396

FOR SALE BY PUBLIC AUCTION
In the Oak Bar, Ballyhaunis on Friday 20th September at 4pm,
Tullaghaune, Ballyhaunis, Co Mayo
CIRCA 18.6 ACRES OF LANDS WITH COTTAGE

Ministers,” Dantin said.
The proposal was left out
RI WKHoQDOGHDORQ&$3
reform agreed between the
Council, the Commission and
the Parliament at the end of
the Irish presidency of the
EU last June.

RECITAL ON
‘EXCEPTIONAL MEASURES’
However, European leaders
added a so-called recital to
the chapter on ‘exceptional
measures’ to be applied at
times of crisis.
According to that information point, which does not
carry the same legal value as
an article of law, it is “necessary to emphasise that the
adoption by the Commission
of the above-mentioned measures in case of market disturbance, including market
imbalance, or those needed
WRVROYHVSHFLoFSUREOHPVLQ
case of emergency may address in particular the milk
sector”.
Michel Dantin’s interpretation of this recital is that
“the Commission can suggest
new ideas if the situation
warrants it”. He added: “A
window is open.”
And he is not alone in
thinking that his original
aid-and-superlevy package
beyond a 5% range in milk
output variation could be
among such ideas.
Without supporting the
measure openly, French agriculture minister Stéphane Le
Foll told the Irish Farmers
Journal in March:
“If everybody
increases

output outside any control,
discussion, coherence or cooperation, the risk is that the
current situation, which is
DOUHDG\GLIoFXOWWXUQVLQWRD
violent milk crisis. I cannot
accept that.”
France was instrumental
in calling the September 24
milk conference.

UNITED FRENCH FRONT
Although Le Foll is in government and Dantin belongs
to the opposition, there
seems to be a united French
front in favour of post-quota
market controls.
“We have the same data,
the same history, the same
economists showing that
dairying is not a sector
where you can make accurate forecasts of supply or
demand – starting with the
weather,” Dantin said.
He mentioned Spain (also
cited by Le Foll) as well as

Finland, Belgium, and even
some in Germany among the
supporters of his proposal.
The French MEP is aware
that many Irish farmers
have rejected his idea.
k7KHLGHDRI DOHY\pLHV
in the face of all reasonable
expectations by the dairy
industry that it will be in a
position to expand organically post-2015,” said ICOS
European affairs executive
Conor Mulvihill.
Yet, Dantin said there is
nothing to fear as the Commission can introduce exceptional measures for only
three months.
“If the market goes back
to normal, the levy stops,”
he said. “And the output
increase is measured compared to the previous year.
If a farmer invests for four
years and there is a crash in
WKHoIWKRQO\WKHLQFUHDVH
EHWZHHQ\HDUVIRXUDQGoYH
is taken into account. This is
simply about dampening
down production during a crisis.”

Michel Dantin
MEP

On instructions from the Legal Representatives of the Late Michael Dwyer we offer for sale by public auction.
Lot 1: Circa 13.3 acres of road side lands with a 3 room cottage in need of modernisation thereon.
Lot 2: Circa 5.31 acres of road side lands
Lot 3: The Entire of Circa 18.6 acres
These lands would make an ideal addition to a local farmer to increase their holdings.
For more details please contact our ofﬁce. Ref No: F050
Legal: Mc Elaine Silke, O’ Dwyer’s Solicitors, Ballyhaunis. 094-9630011

Wishing both Mayo teams the best of luck in the All Ireland Football Finals.
Main Street, Williamstown, Co. Galway (094) 9643600

´7LPH,V3UHFLRXVµ
“Life on a dairy farm is
busy, but I also want to
enjoy time off farm with my
family. Boviseal use on my
farm has not just saved me
money with reduced cases
of mastitis, but has also
reduced my workload and
helped me have more quality
off-farm time.”
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Trial at Waterwheel Farm, Donegal

Don’t Risk It, Boviseal It
®

 Boviseal is proven to dramatically reduce mastitis in the first
100 days post calving
 Irish farm trial showed 300% return on investment 1
 70% of the Irish Dairy Herd sealed annually
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 Suitable for heifers as well as cows. Use Boviseal pre-calving to
protect your heifers from calving down with mastitis

www.boviseal.ie or contact Bimeda on 1850 51 52 53

